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to the earth. Wheeling round he attacked the others
with his scimitar. His blows were furious and deadly ;
he seemed regardless what wounds he received, so he
could but slay. He was evidently fighting for mere
revenge, eager to inflict death, but careless of surviv-
ing to enjoy victory. Nearly one half of the cavaliers
fell beneath his sword. At length he was desperately
wounded ; and his steed, being pierced by a lance, fell
to the ground. But he continued to fight upon his
knees, brandishing a keen dagger. Finding, at length,
he could no longer battle, and determined not to be
taken prisoner, he threw himself, with an expiring
exertion, into the Xenil and his armour sank him to
the bottom of the stream.

This cavalier, according to the report of Fray
Agapida, was none but Musa ibn Abil Ghassan ; and
he adds that his horse was recognized by certain con-
verted Moors of the Christian camp. This report may
be probable, but the truth was never known.6

Thus Granada submitted and surrendered (Safar,
897 A.H., December, 1491 AJD.); and the Christians
entered Granada on the 2nd of Rabi I, 897 A.H., (2nd
January, 1492) and occupied Alhambra and all its
palaces and towers. The banner of Christianity flowed
over the falling edifice of Islam. Muslim domination
in Spain was ended, and this glorious and memorable
page of Islamic history was effaced for ever ; and the
great Moorish (Andalusian) civilization, its literature,
science and arts and all its brilliant legacy, were all
doomed to naught.
Such was the pathetic and tragic story of Granada
and its knight Musa Ibn Abil Ghassan : the story of a
Muslim cavalier who represents the loftiest qualities
of chivalry and the most sublime conceptions of
sacrifice, devotion, pride and magnanimity. If the